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Long, warm days and balmy nights might seem far away,  	 but now’s the time to think about how your girls will spend their summer breaks, and Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania Summer Camps provide one of the best experiences in the region. When girls fill their days with horseback riding, hiking, boating and swimming—and their nights with S’mores and songs around a campfire—they discover talents and interests, connect with new friends, and take action to develop as healthy young adults.
All Summer Camp programs reflect the Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania (GSEP) mission of building girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place—and they do so by embracing and demonstrating the Girl Scout Promise and Law, with a solid focus on leadership development.

Camps are open to all girls—not just registered Girl Scouts—ages 5–18. All programs offer American Red Cross swimming instruction, and most are themed to immerse girls in their favorite past times, and introduce them to some they’ve never tried. Resident Camps give girls the level of support or challenge they need to develop and grow, with half-week experiences for beginners, two-week stays for seasoned campers, and nine-day and three-week excursions that take girls on the trip of  their lives. 

GSEP also operates Summer and Neighborhood Day Camps that bring camp closer to home. Day Camp program details, schedule and fees are published separately. Visit our website, or call Danielle Andrews at 1.866.564.2030, ext. 1024 for information. Affordability is a mutual priority. Early-bird discounts are available for registration and full-payment by April 30, 2010, and Camperships offer financial support to families who cannot afford the full registration fees. All camps provide busing for modest, additional fees.

Camp is coming! Attend one of our Open House events to tour the facilities, speak  to staff—and even some regular campers!—and get your questions answered.  See you ‘round the campfire!

NOTE: A Spanish translation of the registration materials is posted on our website, www.gsep.org.Nota: Instrucciones y formas de registración en español están disponible en la pagina de Internet, www.gsep.org.

See You ‘Round the Campfire





About Our Camps

GSEP SUMMER CAMPS

GSEP Summer Camp programs 
reflect the mission of building 
girls of courage, confidence 
and character who make the 
world a better place—and 
they do so by embracing 
and demonstrating the Girl 
Scout Promise and Law, with 
a solid focus on leadership 
development. Camps are open 
to all girls—not just registered 
Girl Scouts—ages 5–18. All 
programs offer American Red 
Cross swimming instruction, 
and an array of traditional 
camp activities—hiking, songs, 
crafts, games and more. Most 
programs are themed to 
immerse girls in their favorite 
past times, and introduce them 
to some they’ve never tried.

Camp fees only partially cover 
direct costs for food, lodging, 
trips, snacks, transportation, 
activities, supplies, insurance 
and camp staff salaries. GSEP’s 

operating budget pays for 
30 percent of those direct 
costs, as well as those for 
utilities, maintenance, facilities, 
equipment and Camperships. 
The GSEP budget is funded 
through the annual Cookie 
Program, the United Way,  
and the Council’s Annual  
Giving Campaign. 

REGISTRATION

Returning campers, read 
carefully; some policies  
have changed.

Complete registration 
information and forms 
are available on pages 72 
through 77. All forms may 
be photocopied. Registration 
closes five business days before 
a camp session begins or 
when it fills, whichever occurs 
first. Bus transportation is not 
available for girls registering 
less than 2 weeks before a 
program session’s start-date.

FEES

To reserve a space for any 
program, campers must  
submit a registration form  
and a $50 deposit. 

Registration is not complete 
or confirmed until all camp 
fees are paid in full, at least 5 
weeks before the camp session 
begins. If the camp  
fee balance is not paid by  
that time and the program 
session has a waiting list, 
the camp reservation and 
deposit will be forfeited and 
a replacement camper will be 
assigned to the session. 

REFUNDS

Deposits are non-refundable 
and non-transferable unless  
1) a girl cannot be placed in 
the program of her choice, or 
2) an illness or injury prevents 
her attendance. In the event 
of illness or injury, GSEP will 
refund the camp fee and 
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deposit if the registrant 
notifies the Camp or GSEP 
office before the scheduled 
camp arrival date. Such 
refund requests must be in 
writing, and accompanied by 
a physician’s note. Registrants 
who need to cancel placement 
for reasons other than illness 
or injury should notify GSEP 
as soon as possible. Camp 
registration fees (less the 
deposit) will be refunded 
if the notice of cancellation 
is received at least 4 weeks 
before the camp session 
begins. No refunds are 
provided to girls who leave 
before a camp program ends 
because of illness, behavior 
problems, homesickness, etc. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Camper families may request 
financial assistance for any 
portion of the camp fee other 
than the deposit. Financial 

assistance is limited; is provided 
based on need; is awarded on 
a first-come, first-served basis; 
cannot be combined with 
the early bird discount; and 
will represent less than 100 
percent of the total camp fee. 
Early submission of the request 
application is recommended 
to increase the likelihood of 
receiving financial assistance. 
A $50 deposit is required 
to process the application 
request, and will be applied to 
any camp fees for which the 
registrant is responsible. If the 
approved amount of financial 
assistance is insufficient for 
the girl to attend, the deposit 
will be refunded. Additional 
information and application 
form are available on page 77.

TAX CREDITS FOR DAY CARE

Families may qualify for 
Dependent Care Credit on their 
Federal Income Tax return for 

certain costs associated with 
sending a child to resident  
camp. Full details are included  
in the Camper Information 
Packet provided upon 
registration completion.

CAMPER INFORMATION PACKETS

Camper Information Packets  
are issued to parents and 
guardians upon completion  
of the registration process.  
The Packet includes health  
forms; camp phone numbers, 
addresses, and directions; 
instructions for what campers 
should bring; and other  
pertinent information. The 
Camper Information Packet 
is sent no less than 2 months 
before the camp session begins. 
All information should be 
read carefully, with particular 
attention to the materials 
that are to be completed and 
returned to the GSEP office 
or brought to the camp.
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HEALTH INFORMATION

All campers must provide a 
current Health History Record, 
signed by a physician. Forms 
are provided in Camper 
Information Packets, and  
are also available online at 
www.gsep.org (select the 

“Camps” section). Completed 
forms must be presented  
upon arrival on the first day  
at camp, and must not be sent 
to any GSEP office. Campers 
must have completed a full 
physical examination within 
24 months before the camp 
session begins. The medication 
information section must be 
current and confirmed with  
a physician signature within  
12 months of the camp session 
start-date. Information must 
remain current throughout the 
session, and a parent/guardian 
must also sign the form. The 
GSEP Council is not responsible 
for retaining Health History 
Records beyond an individual 
camp session. Campers must 
provide a copy of the Record 

for every camp session they 
attend, and a separate Health 
History Record form is  
included in the Camper 
Information Packet for every 
program registration. 

GIRLS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Council and camp personnel 
make every effort to 
accommodate a girl’s special 
physical, emotional or health 
needs, so every camper has 
an opportunity to enjoy 
a rewarding and fulfilling 
summer experience. Careful 
responses to specific questions 
on the registration form 
will help camp personnel 
best attend to a girl’s needs. 
Additional information may 
be provided, but should 
be enclosed with other 
registration materials. The 
camp director may contact 
registrants to discuss the best 
manner of care. 

PROPER BEHAVIOR

Camp life provides an excellent 
environment in which girls can 
live to work together. Camp 
also represents a community 
of many different people and 
certain standards of behavior 
are expected in accordance 
with the Girl Scout Promise 
and Law. Camp personnel do 
everything possible to help 
girls adjust, but reserve the 
right to send any girl home 
if she consistently disobeys 
camp or bus rules, or exhibits 
rude, disrespectful or otherwise 
inappropriate behavior to 
campers and camp personnel. 
No refunds are provided in 
such circumstances. Behavior 
Agreements are included 
in the Camper Information 
Packets, and a signed 
original must be presented 
on the first day of camp.

BUS TRANSPORTATION

Busing service is provided for 
all Resident Camp programs 
for a modest, additional fee. 

GSEP welcomes all girls at 
Summer Camp regardless 
of race, ethnicity, religion, 
national origin, socio-
economic factors, or physical 
or emotional ability, provided 
program requirements are 
met. Campers who are 
not registered Girl Scouts 

must make an additional 
$12 payment for the Girl 
Scouts of the USA’s annual 
membership fee, and 
provide written permission 
from a parent/guardian to 
become a registered Girl 
Scout. Membership fees 
support supplementary 

accident insurance and other 
costs associated with camp 
operations.

All Summer Camp programs 
are grade-level appropriate, 
and some are geared for girls 
across several age levels. Many 
programs enable previously 
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Cost and bus stop information 
is provided on p. 73. GSEP 
personnel contact registrants 
by telephone during the 
week prior to camp to 
provide schedule information 
for pick-up and drop-off. 

Additional bus stops are not 
provided, and bus drivers and 
parents/guardians are not 
authorized to alter bus routes.
If a camper misses her bus, 
it is the parent/guardian’s 
responsibility for her travel to 
camp. GSEP is committed to 
campers’ safety at all times; 
without a parent’s/guardian’s 
prior authorization, a camper 
will not be dropped-off at 
a bus stop unattended. The 
bus driver will wait briefly 
for the authorized escort to 
arrive, but must continue 
and complete their regular 
route to remain on schedule. 
During that time, campers 
can be met by an authorized 
escort at an alternative bus 
stop. Otherwise, the girl will 
return to and remain at the 

bus depot until a parent/
guardian arrives. GSEP reserves 
the right to cancel a bus 
route if a minimum number 
of riders is not reached.

A NOTE ABOUT PROGRAMS

GSEP Summer Camps offer 
a number of specialized 
programs: 

�Horseback riding instruction • 
for girls entering grades 4–12 
at Camp Laughing Waters 
and Camp Wood Haven at 
three experience levels.

�Leadership training for • 
girls entering grades 7–12 
at four Resident Camps 
(Laughing Waters, Mosey 
Wood, Tweedale and Wood 
Haven), and Mountain 
House, Shelly Ridge and 
Valley Forge Day Camps. 

�Half-week Programs at all • 
Resident Camps for campers 
ready to explore their first 
overnight experience. All 
resident camps offer Half-

week Programs for girls 
entering grades 1–3; Camp 
Tweedale also offers first-time 
programs for girls entering 
grades 4–7. Half-week 
Programs are eligible for $15 
Early Bird registration discount.

�Nine-day, Two-week and • 
Three-week sessions that 
give more seasoned campers 
the experience of a lifetime 
(many of these programs 
are travel excursions).

The At-a-Glance grid beginning 
on page 78 makes it easier 
to identify the location and 
schedule for these programs.

Questions?

For more information, call 
1.866.564.2030, ext. 1024, 
email camps@gsep.org or  
visit www.gsep.org and  
select “Camps.”

Girl Scout Level	 Entering Grades

Daisy	 K–1

Brownie	 2–3

Junior	 4–5

Cadette	 6–8

Senior	 9–10

Ambassador	 11–12

A Girl Scout level 
aligns with the 
grade-level a 
camper will enter 
in the fall.

registered Girl Scouts to earn 
badges or awards, or fulfill 
project requirements. Campers 
not previously registered as  
Girl Scouts should not be 
deterred from participating in 
any camp session based on  
these criteria.
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